Poetry 3/25 Choral Reading: Line Breaks
Good morning, poets! Something poets do is use line breaks to show where a pause is. Line breaks show a reader where to take a slight pause.
You can break a line:

· According to your natural breath

· To emphasize a particular word or words

· To create tension

· To change the pace of the poem

· Thinking about ending on strong words, nouns, verbs, or adjectives

Take a look at this poem “Crickets” by Valerie Worth.

(Show poem)

Now, let’s add line breaks to indicate the start of a new line. This symbol represents a line break.

So, where do you want to put the first natural pause?

How do changes in the line breaks affect the rhythm of the poem?

This is how she actually wrote it.

(Show second poem)

Writers also use line breaks when they create new stanzas. They do this when there is a shift in action. It’s kind of like when authors use a new paragraph to express new ideas. However, in poetry, we call the paragraphs stanzas.

Now, on to the second part of the activity.

Choral reading is when two people read a poem. Here is an example of choral reading of poetry from the book Joyful Noise by Paul Fleischman.

(show videos)

(Pass out poems?)
Go ahead and turn to “Honeybees.” When there are lines on the same line, they get read at the same time. However, if they’re on different lines, one person would read their side, and then the other person would read their side. Let’s read that together.

(Read poems)

Go ahead and break into groups and practice choral reading Paul Fleischman’s poems.

