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A Plethora of Poetry
Grade Level: 5
Designed by: Michaela Gokhale
Stage 1

Overview and Context

	Brief overview paragraph, describing the unit in narrative format.   Include description of the final product, the audience and the purpose of this product.
	In this unit, students will explore poetry and its different styles, mediums, and elements, with emphasis placed on free verse. The objective is for students to be passionate about and take pleasure in poetry. Since this unit will be taught during the spring, our poems will revolve around spring and nature. Focusing their poems on this is especially important given that students will be transitioning into middle school next year. Before the unit starts, students will be saturated with poetry and have poems read to them before lunch, at the end of reading, and during other free times during the day. To begin, students will learn that Leslie Science and Nature Center has a requested that they write poems about spring for them. To get ideas for their poems, students will then pay attention to memories and feelings of spring via a heart map (internal element of poetry). Next, students will discover poems they connect with and copy poems they like into their poetry journals so that they develop a greater love of poetry. They will then go outside and make observations of nature, and take natural artifacts back with them into the classroom and examine/sketch them so that they hone their observation skills (external element of poetry). Students will write poems emulating other authors, and work on their own poems during workshop time. The unit will culminate in a poetry slam, a class anthology of poetry, and the Leslie Science and Nature Center will thank the students for their poems.

	Grade Level:


	5th grade

	Estimated time for unit:


	4 weeks, about 23 lessons

	Brief Rationale: 
	By learning to choose poems they connect with, students will gain a deeper appreciation of poetry. It will be important to learn free verse as opposed to more formulaic types of poetry so that they are better able to express themselves and access their feelings. Students will also be able to apply their learning of writing poetry to writing other genres.

	Key mentor texts that will be used to model aspects of the writing.


	Key mentor texts:

“Summersaults” –Douglas Florian

“Dreams” –Langston Hughes

“Keepsake,” “By Myself” –Eloise Greenfield

“Holes” –Lillian Morrison

“Introduction to Poetry” –Billy Collins

“Dandelion” -Valerie Worth

“November Night” –Adelaide Crapsey

“Honeybees” –Paul Fleischman

“Fireflies” –Paul Fleischman
“Whirligig Beetles” –Paul Fleischman
“Safety Pin” –Valerie Worth

Poetry saturation phase:

All the small poems and fourteen more –Valerie Worth: “Weeds,” “Earthworms,” “Turtle”

Poetry for Young People: Carl Sandburg: “Summer Grass,” “Summer Stars”

Handsprings –Douglas Florian: “Handsprings,” “Spring Is”
Where the Sidewalk Ends –Shel Silverstein
The Sun in Me: Poems About the Planet –Judith Nicholls: “The shy speechless sound” –Osip Mandelstam, “Lark” –Jean Kenward

Firefly July: A Year of Very Short Poems –Paul B. Janeczko: “Water Lily” –Ralph Fletcher

“Stopping by the Woods on a Snowy Evening” -Robert Frost

“Young Lambs” –John Clare

“The Summer Day” –Mary Oliver
Other poems referenced:

“Today” –Billy Collins

“[in Just-]” –e.e. cummings

“A Noiseless Patient Spider” –Whitman

“Fog” –Carl Sandburg
“Valentine for Ernest Mann” –Naomi Shihab Nye
“Crickets” –Valerie Worth
“The Sloth” –Theodore Roethke

	Written Sources:

(full citations, including internet resources)
	Poetry Study (Grade 5) written unit plans
Heard, Georgia. Awakening the Heart: Exploring Poetry in Elementary and Middle School. Heinemann: Portsmouth, NH (1999).
Heard, Georgia. Finding the Heart of Nonfiction. Heinemann: Portsmouth, NH (2013).

	Human sources:

Who did you consult with about this unit?  What did they offer you? List names and brief description of nature of resources they offered.
	Catherine Reischl (professor, School of Education, University of Michigan) offered guidance and ideas for creating the unit.
Marybeth Newman (field instructor, School of Education, University of Michigan) helped in revising the unit plan.

Becky Gracey (teacher, Ann Arbor Public Schools) offered guidance and support with the unit.

Gail Gundlach (teacher, Grand Blanc Community Schools) offered ideas and advice for the unit.


	Essential question(s)
	How can I use poetry to express my ideas and feelings?
How can I use my senses to write poetry?
How do I interpret a poem?
What makes poetry meaningful?
Is there a place for poetry in my life?
How does performing a poem out loud make it jump off the page and come alive?


Attending to the Learners

	Anticipating student ideas:


	Some students will have difficulty focusing on writing. Some kids have a very positive attitude towards poetry, and others less so. It is important to make sure all students have positive feelings towards poetry. Some students will think poetry is just about rhyming or fitting specific formulas and might have trouble with free verse. Students might have difficulty with figurative language. Most students probably have not been exposed to the dialogic form of poetry that Paul Fleischman uses.

	Making the content accessible to all students:


	I will provide a lot of scaffolding to students in the form of I do, we do, you do. This is evident in the use of mini-lessons, as well as times where I will read a mentor text as a model and provide support for students as they write their own poems inspired by the mentor texts. I will provide templates for students to create their own poems from the mentor texts. I will be willing to monitor and adjust based on how much difficulty or success students have with the material. 


Learning Goals

	Learning Goals
	Connection to Standards

	· SWBAT examine the use and meaning of language within poems.

SWBAT to interpret a poem’s theme and tone based on the poet’s use of language.

	CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.5.10
By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, at the high end of the grades 4-5 text complexity band independently and proficiently.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.5.5
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

	SWBAT write two or more free verse poems.


	CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.5
With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to and including grade 5 here.)

	SWBAT read and perform their poetry clearly, at a reasonable pace, and with emotion.


	CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.4
Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace.

	SWBAT develop and maintain writing stamina throughout the writing process.

SWBAT revise a poem using specific, descriptive words to make it meaningful to a reader.
	CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.10
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

	· Students will understand the organization of poetry: lines, breaks, punctuation, and stanzas.
	CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.5.5
Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall structure of a particular story, drama, or poem.


Stage 2

Assessments

	Type of Assessment
	Criteria/Means of Evaluation
	Connection to Learning Goals

	Summative:

· Poetry Slam
· 2 finished poems (in class anthology)
	Students will be assessed on their reading at the poetry slam with a rubric outlining the importance of reading clearly, at a reasonable pace, and with feeling.

Students will be assessed on their final two written poems through a rubric outlining the importance of revision, “polish,” and application of knowledge from the mini-lessons
	Students will be able to read their poetry clearly, at a reasonable pace, and with emotions in front of an audience.
Students will be able to write two or more free verse poems by the end of the unit.



	Formative:

Written poems
Participation/engagement

Revisions

Response letter
	Students will be assessed on consistent writing in their journals. They will turn in two completed poems at the end of the unit.
Students will be assessed on the way they organize their choral reading poems after they turn them in.

Students will be assessed on participation and engagement with the unit (small group and whole group discussions) through an informal checklist.
Poetry revisions will be accounted for and checked in when students turn them in with their final poems at the end of the unit.

Students will peer revise and get feedback on a poem from peers, with a focus on descriptive language.

Students will write at least one response letter about a poem they like in their poetry journals.
	Students will be able to write two or more free verse poems by the end of the unit.
Students will understand the organization of poetry: lines, breaks, punctuation, and stanzas.
Students will participate in discussions and mini-lessons, showing their ability to maintain stamina throughout the writing process.
SWBAT revise a poem using specific, descriptive words to make it meaningful to a reader.
SWBAT revise a poem using specific, descriptive words to make it meaningful to a reader.
· SWBAT examine the use and meaning of language within poems. SWBAT to interpret a poem’s theme and tone based on the poet’s use of language.


Stage 3

Instructional sequence (add rows to list all lessons). NOTE:  You do not have to write out complete lessons.  At this point in the planning, you need to simply include a logical, sequential list of lessons, with a lesson title and a one or two sentence description of each lesson.  Include one lesson for each day of instruction.
	Lesson Title
	One or two sentence description of this lesson
(first lesson should be the “launch”)

	Lesson 0: Poetry saturation
	In the two weeks prior to this unit, I will read poems to students before lunch, after recess, etc. The poems will emphasize spring, famous authors, and free verse. During this time I will read Robert Frost, Carl Sandburg, and Douglas Florian.

	Launch: Request from Leslie Science and Nature Center
	Read email from Leslie Science and Nature Center. Tell students they will also be doing a poetry slam. Tell students they should focus their poems on spring.
Show videos of poetry readings and slams.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qYtKv79RLiE&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V_uMxZyv-Lc
Tell students they will have a chance to memorize a favorite poem (and can recite it during the poetry slam). Allow students time to look through tubs of poetry to find poems they like. Give them the opportunity to share poems they like with others.

	Mapping the heart, memories of spring
	Mini-lesson on mapping their hearts and memories of spring. Students will draw their heart on a piece of paper and write or draw their memories of and feelings about spring inside it. Students share with classmates at their tables.

	Drafting using our heart maps
	Mini-lesson on writers use a variety of strategies to begin putting ideas down on paper. Students will use their heart maps as a springboard for ideas for their poems.

	Poetry journals
	Mini-lesson on finding poems and putting them into their poetry journals (“Today” –Billy Collins). Model a response letter (they are to write at least one). Hand out poetry journals. Take out tubs of poems and let students peruse them. Give them the opportunity to share poems they like with others. Remind students they will have a chance to memorize a poem to recite at the poetry slam.

	Characteristics of poetry
	Mini-lesson on poetry. I will share free verse poems (“[in Just-]” –e.e. cummings, “A Noiseless Patient Spider” –Whitman, “Fog” –Carl Sandburg). As a class we will create a chart entitled “what is poetry?” Teacher will address free verse poems and talk about lines and stanzas. Remind students that we will be creating poems based off of spring and nature.

	List poems
	Mini-lesson on list poems. Students will draft list poems about spring. Students will share poems with classmates.

	Go outside!
	Students will go outside and make observations and bring back a piece of nature (leaf, dandelion, etc.). Upon returning to the classroom, they will sketch the item or draft a poem about it (can be a list poem).

	“So what”
	Mini-lesson on the meaning behind poetry. Writers use intent, purpose, a point, and meaning behind their poems. Read “Dreams by Langston Hughes.

	Figurative language


	Mini-lesson on figurative language (especially metaphor). Read “Introduction to Poetry” –Billy Collins. Students will draft a poem about spring with figurative language. Encourage students to use their heart maps for ideas. See small, guided writing groups to assist students.

	Revising figurative language poem


	Mini-lesson on revision. Read “Dandelion” –Valerie Worth. Students revise their figurative language poems (or create new ones about spring). Students will share poems with classmates. See small, guided writing groups to assist students.

	Where does poetry hide?
	Mini-lesson on where poetry hides. Read “Valentine for Ernest Mann” –Naomi Shihab Nye. Students look around the room to find places where poetry might fit, as well as in their lives like family, places, or occasions (assign as homework). Students have access to poetry book tubs, copy poems they like, work on a response letter, and explain why they like them with classmates.

	Sensory language/details
	Mini-lesson on sensory language and details, and imitation poems. Read “November Night” –Adelaide Crapsey. Students begin drafting poem about spring based off of “November Night.” See small, guided writing groups to assist students.

	Revising sensory language poem
	Mini-lesson on revising and editing poetry. Students will revise “November Night” poems. Students will share poems with classmates. See small, guided writing groups to assist students.

	Choral reading: line breaks
	Mini-lesson: students learn about importance of line breaks. They will watch a recording of a choral reading performance and be introduced to Paul Fleischman poetry (“Honeybees” and “Fireflies”). The teacher will model choral reading with another student, and then students will break off into groups to read poems.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_dqpFgoRW3I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pGDo8ebZKwU (13:16)

	Choral reading: onomatopoeia
	Mini-lesson on onomatopoeia in choral reading poem. Read “Whirligig Beetles.” Students will write a poem about spring with onomatopoeia. Encourage students to use their maps and list poems for ideas. See small, guided writing groups to assist students.

	Revising onomatopoeia poems
	Mini-lesson on revision. Students revise onomatopoeia poems. Students will share poems with classmates. See small, guided writing groups to assist students.

	Descriptive language
	Mini-lesson: descriptive (and precise) language (includes using descriptive verbs and adverbs, not just nouns). Read “Safety Pin” –Valerie Worth. Students choose a poem and peer revise and get feedback from fellow classmates about descriptive language in their poems. See small, guided writing groups to assist students. Ask students to bring me a strong poem they think they will read for the slam and have me revise it.

	Titles
	Mini-lesson on titles. Students work on titles for their poems. Remind students they will have a chance to memorize a favorite poem and can recite during poetry slam. Students continue to revise each other’s poems for descriptive language. See small, guided writing groups to assist students. Ask students to bring me a strong poem they think they will read for the slam and have me revise it for descriptive language.

	Revising/editing
	Mini-lesson on editing and punctuation, and selecting poems. Students select two poems each for the class poetry anthology. Some students might also spend time revising.

	Publishing
	Publishing – reserve laptops.

	Publishing
	Publishing – reserve laptops. Tell students they can also draw on their published poems. Teacher will assemble class anthology.

	Rehearsals
	Mini-lesson on performance. Watch “The Sloth” poem video.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V_uMxZyv-Lc
Students rehearse one poem to read for the poetry slam with a partner at their table. Remind students that they can practice rehearsing their poems at home.

	Celebrations: Poetry Slam
	Students perform their final poems in a poetry slam. The poem will be projected behind them, and students from a younger grade will join us if they are able to. Invite parents (send form home).
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